
Beth Ami, the Colorado Congregation for Humanistic Judaism 
Beth Ami provides the opportunity to celebrate Jewish culture and identity consistent with a humanistic 
philosophy of life.  More information can be found at www.bethami.com or by calling 720-748-1533. 

Congregation Beth Ami Sponsors Film Series 
Join us for an evening of Havdalah followed by pizza and a movie.  Movies will be shown at the DU Hillel 
Center (located at 2390 S. Race Street, Denver, CO, 80210).  There is a suggested donation of $10 per person, which is a 
steal for dinner and a movie!  Events begin at 5 pm unless otherwise noted.  Be sure to call 720-748-1533 to 
RSVP so we have enough pizza for everyone.  Please join us for these great films! 

 
Saturday October 6th 
 
Whitwell Middle School in rural Tennessee is the setting for this documentary 
about an extraordinary experiment in Holocaust education. Brought up in 
heavily fundamentalist Christian environment, most of the students had never 
seen, let alone spoken with, a member of the Jewish faith.  Struggling to grasp 
the concept of six-million Holocaust victims, the students decide to collect 
six-million paper clips to better understand the extent of this crime against 
humanity.  The film details how the experience transformed them and their 
community.  84 minutes. 

 
 
 
 
Saturday November 10th  
 
Hank Greenberg was the first great Jewish star in baseball.  At a time when the 
game was still racially segregated, Greenberg became a first class hitter for the 
Detroit Tigers, a city not always known for its tolerance.  He nearly beat Babe 
Ruth’s home run record and became one of the game’s best loved figures.  The 
son of immigrant parents, Greenberg was a beacon of hope to America’s Jewish 
community. As one observer notes, baseball was a way of "showing we were as 
American as everybody else." To see one of their own succeed in the national 
pastime at a time of virulent anti-Semitism was a source of pride and inspiration. 
One lifelong fan, a rabbi, states, "He was the baseball Moses."  95 minutes. 
  

Saturday December 8th 
 
German filmmaker Margarethe von Trotta directs this war drama based on the 
plight of “mixed marriages” between Jewish men and non-Jewish women 
during the Holocaust.  In contemporary New York, Jewish matriarch Ruth 
practices Orthodox mourning traditions for her late husband, to the dismay of 
her daughter Hannah.  At the wake, Ruth’s cousin tells Hannah some family 
secrets which send her to Berlin in search of the truth.  She searches out 90 
year old Lena Fischer who cared for Ruth during WWII.  Flashbacks recall the 
events of 1943, when Jewish husbands of Aryan wives were separated from 
their families and imprisoned in a factory on a street named Rosenstrasse.  
During a week long protest of this treatment, Lena meets an abandoned 7 year 
old Ruth.  136 minutes. 
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Saturday January 5th 
 
Gregory Peck stars as recently windowed journalist Phil Green.  With a son to 
support, Green is receptive to the invitation of magazine publisher John Minify to 
write a series of hard hitting articles on the scourge of anti-Semitism.  In order to 
glean information first hand, Green decides to pose as a Jew.  As the weeks go by 
he experiences all manner of prejudice, the most insidious and subtle being the 
“gentleman’s agreement” wherein anti-Jewish sentiments are merely taken for 
granted.  Watching from the sidelines is Green’s lifelong Jewish friend Dave, who 
despite his inherent rage over the iniquities of racism has learned to be 
philosophical about the failings of his fellow man, but not to the extent that he is 
willing to give up the fight against blind hatred.  118 minutes. 
 
 
February 2008 – we will plan a group outing to the Mizel Center’s 12th Annual Denver Jewish Film 
Festival!  Please call 720-748-1533 or email info@bethami.com to join us! 

 
Saturday March 15th 
 
Gene Wilder takes his most unusual role, a naive 19th-century rabbi sent 
from his native Poland to the fledgling Jewish community in San Francisco, 
in this warm-hearted comic adventure. The trusting soul is easy prey for the 
con men and criminals who prey on the immigrants arriving in the 
Philadelphia.  Beaten but unbowed, the rabbi continues his trek Westward: 
broke, under equipped, and hopelessly lost. Harrison Ford is the roguish 
outlaw who adopts the determined traveler and the two become unlikely 
friends as they make their way through one scrape after another. Wilder 
makes a sincere and sympathetic hero, his faith and courage seeing him 
through one crisis after another, and fresh-faced Ford makes an endearing 
scamp of a bank robber.  119 minutes. 

 
Saturday April 5 th  

*Due to the length of this movie we will begin at 3:30 pm then break in the middle for Havdalah and pizza.* 
 
Originally broadcast in November 2001, this exceptional made-for-television film 
recalls Schindler's List and Saving Private Ryan while forging its own distinct 
identity. It was the first American film to dramatize the Warsaw Ghetto uprising of 
1943, during which an underground collective of Polish Jews dared to defy the Nazis. 
Hank Azaria leads an all-star cast as resistance leader Mordecai Anielewicz, and the 
film follows his close-knit collaborators and their battle against the Nazi general 
assigned to clear all Jews from Warsaw. The uprising was eventually crushed (some 
heartbreaking outcomes are listed in the closing credits), but director Jon Avnet 
expertly maintains a sense of courage and hope amidst the palpable horror of the 
Warsaw Ghetto. Combining physical and historical accuracy with intimate character 
details, Uprising is suspenseful without being sensational, thus honoring one of the 
greatest symbolic victories in all of Jewish history.  177 minutes. 


